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“When Adar enters משנכנס אדר” 
  we increase our joy” “מרבין בשמחה 

 

March/April 2005 Adar II 5765 
145 Neilson Street, P.O. Box 166 Rabbi: Abraham J. Mykoff 
New Brunswick, NJ 08903 President: Mr. Danny Ravitz 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 THE END OF AN ERA 
Abraham Hann 
1907-2005 

We are saddened by the passing of our senior member, 
Abraham Hann, who was born in New Brunswick, 5 years 
after Poile Zedek was founded and was part of our shul 
ever since then.  Abe had his Bar Mitzvah at Poile Zedek 
and came to services daily until the very end. He was a vet-
eran member of the congregation and late in his life, when 
the need was there, became president to help secure the 
future of  Poile Zedek. Until his recent accident, he was an 
active participant in the daily minyan and a strong supporter 
of the local, national, and international Jewish Community. 
He was a gentle soul with a good sense of humor and 
charm and will be sadly missed. 

The Rabbi has recently purchased a number of Seforim 
for the Joan Schick Memorial Library. Please feel free to 
come and use the library. We would also be pleased to  
accept any donations for the library. 

This year’s Purim Party, on Thursday, March 24, after 
Megilah reading, will be hosted by Dr. Ira Gang and Gail 
Alterman in honor of their son Joshua’s Bar Mitzvah. As 
always, Poile Zedek will be hosting a Purim Breakfast Seu-
dah after the morning services which will include 
the Megilah reading and later a Purim Luncheon Seu-
dah including an additional Megilah reading. Please see the 
Purim calendar on page 2 for times.  

Our next membership meeting will be held March 27, at 
9:30 a.m., for first nominations of officers.  Elections will 
take place in May. 

We will have a Wine and Cheese tasting and Melava 
Malka at the shul, Saturday evening, April 2, 8:30 p.m. Our 
first Wine and Cheese tasting, held the first night of Seli-
chot, was well attended. Everyone who attended enjoyed 
the opportunity to mingle with friends and acquaintances 
while sampling the different wines and cheeses available.  

A Freilichen Purim. 

THE RABBI’S MESSAGE 
 -   ועל גמילות חסדים,ועל העבודה, על התורה, על שלשה דברים העולם עומד 

“The world is based on three principles: Torah, Divine 
Worship, and Kindness” (Pirkei Avot I:2). These three pil-
lars of the world are applied in the observance of Purim. 

 The following Mitzvot are associated with Purim: 
I. TORAH 

The reading of the Megilah twice, the night of Purim and 
on Purim day. The Megilah was composed by the Anshei 
Knesset Hagidolah, the Men of the Great Assembly. The Me-
gilah was included in the Holy Writings in response to 
Esther’s & Mordechai’s petition. The Gemara relates that 
Esther requested: תבוני לדורותכ   - “Inscribe me into the Holy 
Writings.”  

Although the name of G-d is not mentioned directly, we 
see G-d’s divine providence present throughout the Megi-
lah. Like the Torah, the Megilah is written by a scribe on 
parchment with special ink and is treated as a Holy Scroll. 

Interestingly, the Tractate Megilah contains not only the 
laws of the Megilah, but also the laws of the Torah, and 
includes a schedule of the Torah readings for all holidays 
and special occasions throughout the year. 
II. AVODAH 

The reciting of “Al Hanissim” in the Amidah, the silent 
devotional, and in the Birchat Hamazon, the Grace After 
Meals. It is included in the blessing of “Modim” in which we 
give thanks to the Almighty.  

The Seudah – partaking of a festive meal on Purim day. 
Purim and Chanukah are two of a series of holidays estab-
lished by our sages, just prior to and during the period of 
the Second Temple, commemorating Hashem’s rescuing 
His beloved nation from impending danger. These holidays 
are contained in the book entitled “Megilat Taanit” which 
lists the dates and a description of the events of these holi-
days. When the Second Temple was destroyed, the Jewish 
nation began an extended period of national mourning. As 
a result, our sages canceled the celebration of these rabbini-

(Continued on page 2) 












